Benzidine is still the most commonly used reagent for occult blood tests in faeces. About three years ago, however, the manufacture of AnalaR benzidine in this country was discontinued as it was shown that benzidine has very marked carcinogenic properties, particularly in some of the stages of purification to AnalaR specification. This did not appear to be widely recognized probably because most laboratories still had stocks of the AnalaR benzidine. We drew attention to this state of affairs two years ago (Kohn and O'Kelly, 1952) . Since then it has been found that the benzidine available is not sufficiently reliable for occult blood testing even when various methods of purification were tried. This affects, of course, any benzidine method whatever the technique.
A review of other reagents which could replace benzidine showed that ortho-tolidine had been used both for urine and for faecal occult blood tests (Zwarenstein, 1949; Hawk, Oser, and Summerson, 1947; Caplan and Discombe, 1951 Table I ). A simple method for the detection of occult blood in faeces is described. It has the following advantages:
(1) The working solution is stable and need not be prepared each time a test is performed.
(2) The volumes of the reagents and of the faecal suspension are measured and not guessed approximately, thus introducing a reasonable degree of accuracy.
(3) The method is flexible, as the sensitivity of the test can be modified according to one's particular views or requirements.
(4) AnalaR ortho-tolidine is easily obtainable and the method is economical as only small quantities of the reagents are used.
